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The meaning of the Gladiola flower: 

The gladiolus flower is named after a gladiator’s sword the Latin  word for sword is 
“gladius.” Some believe that the gladiators wore gladiola bulbs around their necks during 
battles to protect them from death.


The gladiolus flower symbolises strength and integrity. If you send a gladiola to someone 
it means you fancy them and are telling them “you pierced my heart!”


They are part of the iris family and there are over 255 species. They can be pink, purple, 
red, yellow, white, and orange, and many other variations. They can grow up to 6 feet tall 
and bloom in the summer. Keep gladiola away from dogs, cats, and horses! They are 
poisonous!







Mario and the Plumbatae (aka throwing darts!)  
 




is the chemical symbol for lead. Lead is a heavy metal denser than 
most common materials.  It is soft and malleable. Malleable means it 
is easily shaped. It is very strong. Lead was used in paints, cannon 

balls, weapons, and is still used today in car batteries, ammunition, weights for 
lifting, radiation protection, pigments, making lead crystal glass, and to store 
corrosive materials. 


Plumbatae were lead weighted throwing darts. It was an iron dart or spear head 
with a lead weight attached at the back end.  This was then attached to a wooden 
shaft with feathers, like an arrow. The soldier could throw it over or underhanded.




Mario is a plumber. Plumbers used to use lead to solder pipes together but this 
was outlawed in 1986 because lead is poisonous ☠ . In Mario Party 8, you can 
throw darts. These are similar to the ancient Roman darts but not deadly.







 Where was Thrace? 

In my report about Roman gladiators, I 
mentioned a type of fighter called a 
Thracian. They came from an area 
known as Thrace.  Thrace is a 
geographical and historical region in 
Southeast Europe. It is now split 
among Bulgaria, Greece, and Turkey. 
The Balkan Mountains are to the North, 
the Aegean Sea to the South, and the 
Black Sea to the East.                                            


Spartacus was a Thracian soldier in the 
Roman army. Some historians think he 
was imprisoned after deserting. He 
was sold to gladiatorial school where 
he trained and fought hard. Life was 
very difficult and he despised the way 
slaves were treated by their wealthy 
owners.


He and seventy other gladiators led a 




large slave uprising in 73-71BC. His army of escaped gladiators and slaves 
defeated several Roman legions in the Third Servile War. 




Thracian were famous for 3 things: waging war, making exquisite jewellery and 
ornaments, and producing wine.




What is a griffin? 

In my first report I mentioned the Thracian gladiator had a helmet with a griffin on 
it. What is a griffin? A griffin is a legendary creature with the the body tail and back 
legs of a lion with a head of a eagle and sometimes talons as its front feet.


 A griffin’s powers  include: 


Super strength

enhanced sight 

and power to fly


Griffins appear in the stories and myths of many cultures including North Africa, 
the Middle East and Europe.




Who was Gaius Diocles?     Highest paid athlete of all time!! 

Gaius Diocles was a Roman charioteer who became one of the most celebrated 
athletes in ancient history. He was born in approximately 104 AD in Lusitania which 
is now modern day Portugal. His family was quite wealthy. He started racing at 18 
years old. He was famous for his victories where he wins by  coming in from 
behind and crossing the finish line at the last moment. The crowds loved it! Gaius 
came in first place in 1,462 races.  He was so well paid that his take home 
winnings were 5 times the the earnings of the highest paid Roman governors.  He 
made enough money to provide grain for the entire city of Rome for one year, or to 
pay all the ordinary soldiers in the Roman Army for 5 months. He was very lucky 
because he was crazy wealthy and retired at 42 years old.  Most charioteers died 
in their 20’s.  Gaius bought land in the Italian countryside when he retired.


According to Forbes Magazine, the top five athletes who earned the most in 2019 
were:


1. Lionel Messi $127 million 

2. Cristian Ronaldo $109 million 

3. Neymar $105 million 

4. Cantalon  Alvarez $94 million 

5. Roger Federer $93.4 million


Gaius Diocles earned over $15 billion in today’s dollars!!!!!




Fact or fiction??   Thumbs up! 👍   Thumbs down! 👎  

Many people, including myself, believed that the signal thumbs up meant “you 
live” and thumbs down meant “you die.” This was in one of my books that I used 
for my report! 


This idea was popularised by the move Gladiator. Dr Anthony Corbeill,  a 
professor of Latin, wrote a book on gestures in Ancient Rome.  He said it was the 
opposite- thumbs up was death and a fist with the thumb pressed closed was 
meant to be a sign for sparring.


There was an ancient Roman medallion found in France that shows a gladiator 
scene.  It looks like 2 gladiators at a standstill and there are 2 referees making a 
closed fist. In Latin, it says Stantes Missi which “Let the men still standing be 
released.”


In Ancient Rome, the thumbs up signal was equal to the middle finger, which was 
bad! It was a hostile threat to do a thumbs up!


How did these meanings get swapped around?  There was a popular painter, 
Jean-Leon Gerome. His famous painting Pollice Verso was of a crowded arena 
looking down at some gladiators. One gladiator is standing over his defeated 
enemy.  The crowd is shown with thumbs down. Gerome was known for being 
historically accurate and no one knows why he did this. There are other reasons 
too. If you are interested, look it up!


Even today, you can show if you like or dislike something with these symbols on 
Facebook and YouTube! 


Death!                                                             saved!




Pollice Verso by Jean- Louis Gerome 


Detail of the crowd


 




For this Part 2 of my report I used  the internet. Thanks to Mr Hassan for the 
information about Thumbs Up! Thumbs Down! I did not know this.  


