
More info from Seb! 

Greek Counterparts to 
Roman Gods 

Zeus————————————————————Jupiter

Hera————————————————————Juno

Poseidon——————————————————Neptune

Hades———————————————————-Pluto

Demeter——————————————————-Ceres

Hestia———————————————————-Vesta

Ares————————————————————Mars

Aphrodite——————————————————Venus

Athena———————————————————Minerva

Hermes——————————————————-Mercury

Pan————————————————————Faunus

Eros————————————————————Cupid

Artemis——————————————————-Diana

Kronos——————————————————-Saturn




Rosalia 

In the Roman Empire, Rosalia was a festival for roses 
celebrated mostly in May, but sometimes it was celebrated 
in mid July. The flowers were a sign of rejuvenation and 
rebirth and wreaths and garlands were worn to celebrate.

The flower were offerings to the gods Flora, Venus and 
Proserpina. The Roman army celebrated the “Rosaliae 
Signorum” by decorating the military standards with flower 
garlands.


Lemuria 

Celebrated May 9th, 11th, and 13th- Lemuria was a Roman 
festival dedicated to appeasing evil spirits. The Romans 



feared the spirits of their enemies and spirts who did not 
have anyone to honour them. They thought the spirits 
would possess their farms and homes. During the Lemuria, 
the head of the household would rise at midnight, wash 
their hand three times, then walk blindfolded around the 
house throwing black beans behind his back saying: I send 
these; with these beans I will redeem me and mine. There 
were public games held in honour of Mars, god of war. 
Offerings of incense and laurel branches. Because the 
festival was to ward off evil spirits took place in May, the 
month was unlucky for marriages.


The altar at Binchester  
The Roman fort at Binchester lies near the River Wear just 
outside of Bishop Auckland! The Romans called it Vinovia. 
It was on the main road that ran from the Legion 
headquarters in York all the way north to Hadrian’s Wall. 


In 1891 while excavating, archaeologists found an alter 
dedicated to Jupiter and 3 Celtic goddesses who were 
collectively known as Matres Ollototae. There is only one 
other known dedication to the Matres Ollototae from 
Roman Britain. It is at Heronbridge in Cheshire.




Charon's obol (coin) 

Charon’s obelisk was a coin placed in or on the mouth of a dead person 
before burial. It is used as payment for Charon, the ferryman on the River 
Styx going to the Underworld.


If you couldn’t pay the ferryman, you had to wander on the earthly side of the 
river for 100 years before you were allowed to cross.


