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2nd September 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I would like to introduce myself and let you know about a few changes happening as a result of updated 
government guidelines. 
 
My name is Mrs. Natalie Maughan and from the 1st September 2021 I am the new Head Teacher at Hamsterley 
Primary School.  I was honoured to be asked to join your beautiful school and I am thrilled at the prospects of 
working with the staff, children, parents, carers and wider community in Hamsterley.   
 
I have been a primary school teacher since 2002 and a head teacher, at Silver Tree Primary School and Nursery, 
since 2016.  I will be continuing this alongside my role at Hamsterley Primary.  I have three children of my own 
and understand how precious their primary school education and experiences are and the impact they have on 
their lives. 
 
Whilst I will only be at Hamsterley every Monday, I am always available at the end of a phone or via email.  If I 
can help or support you or your children in anyway, please do get in touch and I will get back to you as soon as I 
am able.  Mr. Hassan, our Deputy Head Teacher, will continue to be available to support you in school on a daily 
basis.   
 
As you may know, the Government have changed the restrictions regarding COVID and as a result I wanted to 
update you on what school will be like when the children return.  Please note that these arrangements may 
change at any time, should the government or Department of Education put further changes or restrictions in 
place.  
 
Drop off and pick ups 

• As there is no longer a need for staggered start and finish times, all children in Reception - Y6 will start 
school at 9.00am and finish at 3.30pm, the school playground gate will be open and staffed from 8.45am, 
please do not arrive any earlier than this time. 

• All years can be collected from the playground gate at 3.30pm.   

• Class 2 children can walk home themselves provided you have completed a consent form, please contact the 
school office to confirm. 

 
Wrap around Care 
This will continue as usual. 
Breakfast club runs from 7.30am to 8.45am and is charged £2.50 8.00am to 8.45am (all week £10), £3.00 
7.30am to 8.45am (all week £12.00). 
Wrap around care (after school) runs every afternoon from 3.30pm to 5.30 Monday to Thursday and  
3.30pm to 5.00pm on a Friday, charged at £3.00 per hour or any part there-of. 
 
We are looking at running After School Clubs, further information to follow once confirmed. 
 
Class bubbles 

• Following government guidelines, class bubbles no longer need to be in place 

• All children are able to mix during school time 

• In certain cases this may change if infection rates significantly increase in our area 
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Bags, homework, water bottles and PE Kits 

• Children may bring a book bag and lunchbox to school 

• Class 1 Reading books need to be returned in your child’s book bag to be changed by the class teacher.  
These no longer need to be quarantined 

• Children need to bring a water bottle to school which will be returned home for washing daily 

• We will provide all stationery and items such as fidget toys (for those with a diagnosed need), so please do 
not send any of these items into school 

• PE kits need to be sent to school on the first day back – all items need to be labeled with your child’s name 
and in a named bag 

• A pair of indoor shoes need to be left at school  

• Class 2 need to bring swimming kits into school on a Friday from Friday 10th September up until Christmas 
half term.  Class 1 will attend swimming lessons from January.  

 
Face Coverings 

• As always, children need not wear face coverings in school 

• Face coverings for staff are now optional in communal areas such as corridors, they will not wear them while 
teaching or in the classroom with the children 

• Parents may still wish to wear coverings when dropping off and collecting children but this is entirely 
optional  

 
Assemblies and break-times 

• Whole school assemblies can resume in September.  These will be held on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

• As bubbles can now mix, break-times will be an excellent opportunity for children to spend time with their 
peers in other classes 

• We always try to get the children outside so please ensure they bring a waterproof coat to school everyday 
 
Visitors in school 
Whilst we would love to have as many people in school as possible, we still want to keep the children and staff 
safe.  Therefore, we will continue to talk to parents, carers and non-essential visitors outside, via video call or 
over the telephone.  We will be able to allow workshops, music teachers, coaches and other essential visitors 
into school.  However, we’ll be asking them to keep their distance from the staff and children. 
 
Performances, class assemblies and parent/carer events 

• As yet we have not received any guidance on parents attending school for performances, etc.   

• As soon as we have information we will inform you 
 
Trips and Visits 

• Class trips and visits can now take place 

• Teachers will be planning one external trip and one internal workshop each term (there are three terms in a 
school year) 

• If government guidelines change we may have to cancel trips 

• All trips and visits will be from an approved provider and an extensive risk assessment will be carried out 
prior to the visit 

 
Isolating 

• Double vaccinated adults and anyone under the age of 18, no longer need to isolate if they have come into 
contact with a positive case 

• Only those who have tested positive need to isolate 

• Therefore, if someone in your household has symptoms or tests positive, children are still expected to 
attend school 

• Children must only be absent if they have symptoms and are awaiting a test (which must be carried out as 
soon as possible) or if they themselves have tested positive 



                       

• Bubbles will no longer need to close if a child or staff member tests positive however, we will still inform 
parents/carers if this happens 

• If you or your child has been around a positive case, government guidelines state that they should test 
regularly to check if they have contracted COVID 

 
I hope you have all had a wonderful summer and I look forward to meeting you all in due course. 

 
Yours sincerely 
  

 
 
Mrs N Maughan  
Head Teacher  

 

 

 

 
 


